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Growing Scason ‘04

Well, it's been yet another
wet spring in NWNY. Many
spring grains never got planted
and we are slowly piecing
together the corn and soybean
acreage. Thunderstorms have
been hit and miss in the region
and looking for “plantable fields”
has slowed down the whole
process. We are definitely
further behind in the Finger Lakes
region compared to western NY.

Likewise, Nate and Mike are
also later than usual in bringing
you the latest pest and crop
news from the field. This is our
first TAg Notes of 2004! There
has not been much to report
from the field (this could be good
news) but as field crops emerge
and mature we will keep you well
informed on our findings.

Alfalfa fields this week look
excellent. Most are pre-bud but they
will be filling quickly. Itis time to start
forage hay harvest! Stop planting
corn and soybeans and focus on
harvesting quality forage. Some
grass mixed fields have orchard
grass that has been headed out for
over a week. Cut grass fields first,
followed by mixed stands, and then
straight alfalfa.

Alfalfa weevil tip feeding has been
minimal with most larvae still very
small. Fields cutfor haylage should
not have a problem this year. Cutting
should occur before the larvae
reach their most damaging stage.
However, second cut regrowth and
dry hay fields will continue to need
attention. To determine if an
insecticide is warranted, sample 50
plants (5 sets of 10) from
throughout the field and look for shot
hole damage in the top leaves. If
40% of the plants show positive
feeding injury, and the field is within
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10 days of harvest, cut early. Ifyou
are further than 10 days, treatment is
recommended.

Potato leafhoppers are here! |
found my first ones today in Wayne
County. This is not surprising with
all the storms we have been having.
PLH do not overwinterin NY and rely
on heavy winds and storms out of
the south to transport them to the
north. We should not have to worry
about scouting until second cutting.
Remember: do not forget about your
new seedings! Every year | find
some of the highest PLH numbers
in these fields. PLH feeding has a
very detrimental effect on these
smaller plants. Sample with a
sweep net and follow the threshold
levels per sweep listed below.

Stem Height Lea;hoppers/
weep

Under 3 in. 0.2

3to7in. 0.5

8to10in. 1.0

11 to 14 in. 2.0




Fields that were planted early look
good and have 2 to 3 fully visible
collars. Corn planted in the last
two weeks came out of the ground
in a hurry. The warm temps and
available moisture helped speed
along germination. This is huge
benefit in regards to below ground
feeding damage from pests such
as seed corn maggot. The longer
that plant takes to germinate the
more at risk it is to insect and
disease injury.

Two pests that have not been
reported yet are corn flea
beetles and black cutworm.

Black cutworm larvae.

Based on cumulative winter
temperatures flea beetles should
not be very prevalent this spring.
They are more of a concern to
sweet corn growers because they
are the vectors for Stewart’s wilt.
This is not a concern for field corn
hybrids but large numbers of flea
beetles can injury small seedlings
especially when additional
stresses such as drought are a
factor. Black cutworm flights
have been quite heavy in the
Midwest and like PLH they rely on
southerly storms to transport
them up into NY. Check out the
article in May’s Ag Focus for
more details of this pest.
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The biggest problem | have seen
in cornfields is a whole lot of
volunteer corn! Some fields in the
area were just harvested in early
April. In some fields, it is tough to
see the planted rows! My guess
is a lot more RR corn will be
planted this year to take care of
this problem.

The wheat crop has come through
the winter in great shape. We did
have some problems getting
nitrogen and herbicide applied on
time due to wet saturated fields.
Powdery mildew was evident early
when we had wet/cool conditions
but now that we have warmed up,
it has disappeared.

A late fungicide registration for NY
gives growers an option for
disease control in wheat.
Syngenta was recently granted a
label registration for Quilt
fungicide, a combination of the
active ingredients in Tilt and
Quadris fungicides. Quilt
combines two modes of action
(protectant and curative) to control
Septoria, powdery mildew, rusts
and tan spot. Quilt can be applied
to wheat, barley and triticale. Quilt
should be applied before heading
to protect the flag leaf. Optimal
results are obtained when Quilt is
applied as the flag leaf reaches
50-70% emergence. Quilt can be
applied up to Feekes 9 (ligule of
last leaf just visible).

To simplify information, brand names of
products may be used in this publication. No
endorsement is intended, nor is criticism implied
of similar products not named.

Changes in pesticide regulations occur
constantly. Recommendations herein are not
a substitute for pesticide labeling. Read the
label before applying pesticide.
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Cereal leaf beetles are very
active in wheat fields. These
small beetles with metallic blue
wing pads and red head are
supposed to prefer spring grains
such as oats and barley. We
have been
seeing this
pest
increase
over the past |
3 seasons
and it has
been
severely
damaging
wheat.
Adults can be seen actively
mating and small elliptical orange
eggs are present on the leaves.
These eggs will be hatching this
week and the larvae will feed on
the leaf epidermis. Injured leaves
will look white or frosted. With the
decrease in spring grains planted
this year, all wheat fields should
be scouted! See Julie Stavisky’s
article on CLB in this month’s
AgFocus (May).

Cereal leaf beetle adult.
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To Contact Nate or Mike:

Nate 716-433-2651 (office)
585-764-8432 (mobile)
Mike 315-331-8415 (office)
585-764-8452 (mobile)

Team Website: We will be updating the NWNY
Team website weekly (or more often, if needed)
with observations on pests and cultural practices.
Check us out at: http://www.nwnyteam.org then
click on the links to: Nate’s, Mike’s or Nancy’s pages.



